
http://focalbookstore.com/?isbn=9780240520650


B

60

bB

Photoshop CS3 A–Z

Bridge
Menu: File > Browse

Shortcut: Ctrl/Cmd Alt/Opt O See also: Bridge Center, 
Bridge HomeVersion: CS2, CS3

The Bridge feature, was first introduced 
in CS2 as Adobe super browser, replaces 
the standard file browser option found in 
previous versions of Photoshop. In CS3 
the program gets a revamp sporting a 
new interface and some great new features. 
Bridge 2.0 now has a three panel interface 
which makes the most of the wide screen 
arrangements that many image makers are 
now using. Panels can be opened, resized 
and pushed and pulled around so that you 
create a workspace that really suits your 
needs and specific screen arrangements. 
You can even stretch Bridge over two screens 
choosing to use one screen for previewing 
and the other for metadata, favorites or 
content (thumbnail representation of your 
asset collection).

Using Bridge – Selecting File > Browse 
displays Bridge and the fastest way to open a 
file from your picture library is to search for, 
and select, the file from within Bridge and 
then press Ctrl/Cmd O. If Photoshop is not 
the default program used for opening the 
file, select File > Open With > Photoshop. 
Multi-selected files in the browser can also 
be opened in this way.

Bridge is a separate application to 
Photoshop (stand alone), has its own 
memory management system and can be 
opened and used to organize and manage 
your photo files without needing to have 
Photoshop running at the same time. 

To locate files – Files can be located by 
selecting the folder in which they are 
contained using either the Favorites 
or Folders panel or the Look In menu. 

1) Look In menu. 
2) Favorites panel. 
3) Preview panel. 
4) Metadata and Keywords panel.  
5) Content area – thumbnails. 
6) Display modes and thumbnail size slider. 
7) Loupe view  
8) Delete, rotate, new folder, compact mode 
and show options. 
9) Filter panel. 

Alternatively, the Edit > Find command 
can be used to search for pictures based on 
filename, file size, keywords, date, rating, 
label, metadata or comment.

To manage files – Bridge is more than just 
a file browser it is also a utility that can be 
used for sorting and categorizing your 
photos. Using the options listed under the 
Label menu, individual or groups of photos 
can be rated (with a star rating) or labeled 
(with a colored label) and these tags can be 
used as a way to sort and display the best 
images from those taken at a large photo-
shoot or grouped together in a folder. 
Labels and ratings are applied by selecting 
(or multi-selecting) the thumbnail in the 
Bridge workspace and then choosing the 
tag from the Label menu. Shortcut keys 
can also be used to quickly attached tags 
to selected files. 

Bridge 2.0 introduces a new approach to 
locating images – Filters. Housed in a panel 
of its own, this new feature displays a list of 
file attributes such as file type, orientation,  
date of creation or capture, rating, labels, 
keywords and even aspect ratio. Clicking 
on a heading alters the content display 
to show only those files who possess the 
selected attribute. Selecting a second 
Filter entry reduces the displayed content 
further. Using this approach, it is possible 
to reduce thousands of photos to a select 
few with several well placed clicks in the 

Filter panel. If you like the look of the photos 
that you have accumulated in the set then 
right click on a thumbnail and choose the 
Group as Stack option from the pop-up 
menu. Bridge now supports image stacks 
or groups as a useful way of keep images 
with similar content or taken in a single 
session together. 

Viewing thumbnails – One of the real 
bonuses of Bridge is the multitude of ways 
that the thumbnails can be viewed in the 
workspace. Two different controls alter the 
way that Bridge appears – Workspace and 
View.

Workspace controls the overall look of the 
Bridge window and is centered around the 
Window > Workspace menu. Panels can be 
opened, resized, swap positions, be grouped 
together and pushed and pulled around so 
that you create a work environment that 
really suits your needs and specific screen 
arrangements. Once you are happy with 
the layout of the workspace use the Window 
> Workspace > Save Workspace option 
to store your design. Most View options 
are grouped under the View menu and 
essentially alter the way that thumbnails 
are presented. Here you can choose to 
show the thumbnails by themselves with 
no other data (View > Show Thumbnail 
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Bridge – View modes
Menu: Bridge: View > As ......

Shortcut: – See also: Bridge, Compact 
Mode, Sort files,
Workspace

Version: CS2 

Bridge contains a range of ways that your 
images can be displayed and browsed. Listed 
under the View menu are options for viewing 
your pictures as thumbnails (1), in a filmstrip 
(2), with details (3) and with saved versions or 
alternates (4). To switch between view modes 
you can select the desired option from the 
View menu or press one of the view buttons 
at the bottom right of the Bridge screen. Also 
included in the View menu are options for 
displaying selected photos in a slide show, 
sorting images according to a variety of 
criteria and switching Bridge to its Compact 
Mode. Another way to organize the look of 
the Bridge work area is with the options 
found under Window > Workspace.

Brightness/Contrast
Menu: Image > Adjustments > Brightness/Contrast

Shortcut: – See also: Curves, Shadow/
HighlightVersion: 6.0, 7.0, CS, CS2, CS3

The Brightness/Contrast command helps 
you make basic adjustments to the spread 
of tones within the image. 

When opened you are presented with a 
dialog containing two slider controls. Click 
and drag the slider to the left to decrease 
brightness or contrast, to the right to 
increase the value. 

Keep in mind that you are trying to adjust 
the image so that the tones are more evenly 
distributed between the extremes of pure 
white and black. Too much correction 
using either control can result in pictures 
where highlight and/or shadow details 
are lost. 

As you are making your changes, watch 
these two areas in particular to ensure that 
details are retained. 

BRIDGE VIEW MODES

only) or with metadata details included 
(View > As Details). 

There is also an option to display the content 
as a impromptu slideshow. In addition, 
Bridge 2.0 also contains the ability to 
display multiple pictures in the preview 
panel in a side by side or compare manner 
and a new Loupe tool.  Which acts like an 
interactive magnifier a single previews a 
portion of the image at 1:1.        

Tools used in Bridge – Although no 
real editing or enhancement options are 
available in the Bridge feature it is possible to 
use the browser as a starting point for many 
of the operations normally carried out in 
Photoshop. For instance, photos selected 
in the workspace can be batch renamed, 
printed online, used to create a Photomerge 
panorama, compiled into a contact sheet or 
combined into a PDF-based presentation all 
via options under the Tools menu. Some of 
these choices will open Photoshop before 
completing the requested task whereas 
others are completed without leaving the 
browser workspace.

Processing Raw inside Bridge – One of 
the real bonuses of Bridge is the ability to 
open, apply conversion settings and save 
Raw files from inside the Bridge workspace. 
Now there is no need to open the files to 
process via Photoshop, Instead Adobe 
Camera Raw can be access directly from 
inside Bridge just multi-select the files and 
then choose File > Open in Camera Raw.  


