
What is a ‘Descriptosaurus’?

By Alison Wilcox

Descriptosaurus is a new and innovative 
model for creative writing that is a thematic 
expansion of a dictionary and a thesaurus. It 
provides children with a comprehensive 
resource to help them expand their 
descriptive vocabulary, experiment with 
language and sentence structure, and build 
up narratives based around the following 
areas:

•  Settings – landscapes, settlements and 
atmosphere

•  Characters – appearance, emotions and 
personality

•  Creatures – appearance, abilities and 
habitats

A dictionary teaches children the meaning of 
words and a thesaurus expands their 
vocabulary. Descriptosaurus teaches them 
how to describe a setting using their senses; 
how to describe a character using 
expressions, voice and movement; to add 
detail, depth and colour to their writing.

It positions the words – whether for 
appearance, expression, landscape, smell or 
sound – classifies them as nouns, adjectives 
and verbs, zooms in to examine their meaning 
and then expands them into phrases and 
sentences. It shows how they can be used 
and provides alternative sentence structures.

2ND EDITION

OUT NOW

2nd Edition 
Descriptosaurus 
including CD-ROM 
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Join in our 

Descriptosaurus Writing 
Challenge 2013 
Entry Details Inside!

www.routledge.com/teachersDavid Fulton Books

Powerful, effective description has a cinematic quality – it 
paints a picture in words for the reader and enables them 
to visualise the setting, experience the action and relate to 
the character.

When children write a story their emphasis is on structure, plot and 
character. To develop their ability to add more depth and colour to their 
writing and achieve a higher level, the children need to expand and 
experiment with descriptive language. This is achieved by focusing on a 
scene and zooming in to desribe the setting, character and the 
interaction of the two.

Using Descritposaurus and its ideas your pupils can create their own 
descriptively rich atmospheric stories and we would like to help them do 
just that by entering our competition, being run with our partner the 
National Literacy Trust.

Descriptosaurus 
Writing Challenge 2013

1.  The competition is open to all UK schools for 
pupils between the ages of 7 to 14 years and is 
free of charge to enter.

2.  The competition opens on 9 September 2013 
and ends at 5pm on 8 November 2013. No 
entries will be accepted after this date. 

3.  There is no limit on the number of entries a 
school submits, but only one entry can be 
submitted per pupil.

4.  To enter, pupils must write piece of descriptive 
writing – either a story or a non-fiction description 
of an event or place – without using any 
dialogue. Entries must be no longer than 250 
words.

5.  All schools entering pupils for the competition 
must have completed a Competition Entry Form. 
This form:

 a.  requires a member of staff in the school to 
provide their contact details

 b.  requires a member of staff in the school to 
provide the names of the pupils they are 
entering into the competition

 c.  requires a member of staff to agree for any 
entries submitted by pupils to be potentially 
included as examples of good writing in 
future publications by Routledge. Routledge 
will contact the school should a pupil’s entry 
be selected for this reason and will discuss 
how the entry will be used. Routledge will not 
utilise any entries following the competition 
without the school’s full approval. 

This form should be sent to the National Literacy Trust 
via email to: competitions@literacytrust.org.uk 

Or by post to: 

 Descriptosaurus Writing Challenge  
 National Literacy Trust 
 68 South Lambeth Road  
 London SW8 1RL

6.  Incomplete, illegible or corrupt entries, or those 
not in accordance with entry instructions, will not 
be accepted. 

7.  No responsibility is accepted for entries lost, 
damaged or delayed as a result of any postal 
problems or network, computer hardware or 
software failure of any kind, or where postage is 
not paid in full. Proof of entry will not be 
accepted as proof of receipt. 

Entries will be judged in three age categories: Lower 
Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4), upper Key Stage 2 (Years 
5 and 6) and Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9). A 
judging panel will select one first prize winner and 
one second prize winner in each category, plus one 
overall grand prize winner. The judges’ decision is final.

8.  The prizes:

The overall grand prize winner will win:

 •  For the pupil: £50 worth of book vouchers and 
a tablet computer

 •  For the school: £250 worth of books from David 
Fulton Books and/or Routledge, a one-year 
membership to the National Literacy Trust 
Network worth £100, and a creative writing 
workshop from Alison Wilcox, author of 
Descriptosaurus, on a mutually agreed date 
during the Spring term of 2014.

The first prize winner in each category will win £100 
worth books from David Fulton Books and/or 
Routledge for the school plus £50 worth of book 
vouchers for the pupil

The second prize winner in each category will win 
£50 worth books from David Fulton Books and/or 
Routledge for the school plus £20 worth of book 
vouchers for the pupil

9.  The prizes are non-transferable and non-
exchangeable. However, in the event of 
unforeseen circumstances the promoter reserves 
the right to offer alternative prizes of equal value.

10.  The schools of the winning pupils will be notified 
and sent a prize acceptance form electronically 
during the week commencing Monday 25 
November. The prize acceptance form will require 
the schools to give permission on behalf of the 
winners’ parent/guardians for the winners’ first 
name, school and home town to be used for 
publicity purposes. The prize acceptance forms 
must be returned by Friday 29 November. If it is 
not received by this date, new winners, and 
therefore new winning schools will be selected.

11.  The winners will be formally announced during 
the week commencing Monday 2 December 
and the names of the winners will be available 
on request from this date.

12.  By taking part in this promotion all entrants will 
be deemed to have accepted and be bound by 
these terms and conditions. 

13.  The promoter accepts no responsibility for any 
damage, loss, liabilities, injury or disappointment 
incurred or suffered as a result of entering this 
competition or accepting the prize. Nothing shall 
exclude the liability of the promoter for death or 
personal injury as a result of its negligence. 

14.  Teachers are required to provide pupils’ names in 
order to enter them in the competition. This data 
will be used solely to administer the competition 
and will be destroyed in April 2014, following the 
winner claiming their prize.

15.  Teachers are required to provide their contact 
details in order to enter the competition on 
behalf of their pupils. Teachers will be given the 
opportunity to opt-out of receiving further 
information, not related to the competition, from 
the National Literacy Trust or Routledge.

16.  Routledge and National Literacy Trust may in 
their absolute discretion modify, amend, cancel 
or suspend these terms and conditions at any 
time if they deem necessary or if circumstances 
arise beyond their control.

17.  Routledge and National Literacy Trust reserve the 
right in their absolute discretion to disqualify from 
this competition any entrant who they believe 
has not complied with these terms and 
conditions or acted in good faith.

18.  The promoters’ decisions are final in all matters 
relating to this promotion and no 
correspondence will be entered into. 

19.  These terms and conditions shall be governed 
by the laws of England and Wales and are 
subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the  
English courts.

Rules f
or En

try Descriptosaurus  
Writing Challenge 2013

These terms and conditions apply to the 
Descriptosaurus Writing Challenge competition. 

The promoters are the National Literacy Trust  
and David Fulton Books from Routledge. 

Routledge and  
National Literacy Trust

Enter today for  
your chance to win…

Grand prize winner:

For the pupil: £50 worth of book 
vouchers and a tablet 
computer

For the school: £250 worth of 
books from Routledge, a one-
year membership to the 
National Literacy Trust Network 
worth £100, and a creative 
writing workshop from Alison 
Wilcox, author of 
Descriptosaurus, on a mutually 
agreed date during the Spring 
term of 2014.

Plus…

The first prize winner in each 
category will win £100 worth 
books for the school plus  
£50 worth of book vouchers  
for the pupil.

The second prize winner in each 
category will win £50 worth 
books for the school plus  
£20 worth of book vouchers  
for the pupil.

Enter at: 
www.literacytrust.org.uk/
descriptosaurus

Good Luck!

Enter at: www.literacytrust.org.uk/descriptosaurus



Wispy white 

clouds dotted
  

the vivid  

blue sky.

He was crouched on the edge,  like a panther waiting to 
pounce.

Alison Wilcox, author 
answers your questions:

How does Descriptosaurus 
help to improve writing levels?
As a teacher, I have encountered the 
problems reluctant or struggling readers 
face when challenged to write creatively. I 
encountered situations where children 
who were enthusiastic readers were unable to translate their 
reading experience into producing high quality writing. I, therefore, searched for 
another way to enrich their vocabulary and offer them ready-made structures to 
incorporate into their writing. The Descriptosaurus model was created as a result of 
discussion and feedback from children about the resources they required to 
inspire and assist them with their writing. It attempts to address the problem of 
how to achieve higher levels of writing with children who are not active or avid 
readers.

Children who do not read widely find it impossible to imagine what they have not 
experienced. Using the vocabulary and phrases from Descriptosaurus, the class 
can develop images of places and people. If they choose to describe, for 
example, a mountain, they have a bank of ideas and vocabulary to draw from.

Interestingly, this process had a number of benefits. Those who were already avid 
readers started to take more note of descriptive language and literary techniques 
in their books, and achieved a high level in their writing. Those reluctant readers 
experienced success in their writing and became interested in reading. The cycle 
was complete, but the original stimulus was the writing rather than the reading.

The Government is placing greater emphasis on spelling 
and grammar. How does Descriptosaurus help children 
in these areas?
Many children will learn to spell the words on the weekly spelling list, but then 
proceed to spell the words incorrectly in their writing. This is because they need to 
use the words in context in addition to learning their spelling. Whilst there are 
spelling patterns and medium frequency words that have to be learnt, it is 
important to also include words that children have chosen to use in their writing 
but have spelt incorrectly. They have chosen to use these words and thus have a 
desire to learn how to spell them. Children should add these words to their weekly 
spelling list so that it becomes an individual list. This will give them confidence and 
encourage them to use these words again. The thematic vocabulary in 
Descriptosaurus can be easily utilised to identify focused spelling patterns.

It is vitally important that children learn how to construct and vary sentences in 
context. Like the weekly spelling list, there is little evidence that isolated grammar 
exercises become automatically embedded and the knowledge and skills are 
transferred to the children’s compositions. Currently, only a limited number of Level 
3 writers at the end of Key Stage 2 are able to construct and vary sentences easily. 
The more they practice, using modelled sentence types and construction, the 
more fluid their writing. Descriptosaurus provides examples of the use of the 
requisite aspects of grammar in context, be it describing a forest or the 
movements of a character who is frightened. It can be used to explore parts of 
speech, tenses and sentence construction, including subordinate clauses whilst 
expanding the children’s vocabulary.

Descritposaurus for your Classroom

Now with CD-ROM for use on the 
whiteboard!

Easy-to-use and packed with practical time-saving 
planning tips and confidence-building activities for 
the classroom and home, the multitude of descriptive words and phrases 
included in Descriptosaurus are designed to give teachers and teaching 
assistants all the support they need as they teach children how to describe a 
setting using their senses, portray a character using expressions, voice and 
movement, and add detail, structure and colour to their writing, including:

•  CD-ROM for use on the whiteboard - 
perfect for whole-class sharing ideas 
and developing ideas

•  VCOP coverage

•  Wide coverage of adverbs

•  Pyramid Vocabulary builders

•  Planning tips and ideas for activities 
for the classroom and home

•  Printable planning sheets to help 
children organize and structure 
descriptions

Every child, no matter how reluctant, has the ability to write 
creatively.  Provide them with the skills and confidence to do so and watch SAT 
results improve across the curriculum.

Order your copy today:
February 2013

297x210 • 252pp

HB + CD ROM: 978-0-415-64086-2: £29.99

Order today at: www.routledge.com/teachers

Reviews of the first edition:
‘Help to banish ‘blank page 
syndrome’ for ever, with this 
innovative book… Created by 
teacher, Alison Wilcox, this 
inspirational book will build 
children’s confidence in their 
writing ability.’ 

– Literacy Times Plus

‘A real ‘godsend’ to hard-pressed 
teachers, parents and pupils.’ 

– Denis Hayes, author of  
Foundations of Primary Teaching

‘The… book/CD, will be so helpful to 
teachers who are struggling to think 
of different ways to say things and 
will enhance their planning and 
teaching. As a classroom resource it 
will be invaluable.’

– Elaine Smitheman,  
primary school teacher

The room had gone very quiet. It was as if 
time had 
stopped.
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