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Learning Outcomes 

Pupils will demonstrate understanding of: 

 using drama strategies to explore issues 

in  narrative 

 how an author chooses and uses 

language to portray character 

 how empathy with characters helps to 

explore the meaning of a text 

 how to use deduction skills to explain 

reasons for a character’s behaviour 

 how to infer characters’ feelings 

 

Success Criteria 

 understand reasons for a character’s 

behaviour through working in role 

 infer and deduce reasons for the 

behaviour and actions of characters 

 write a persuasive letter in role or 

personally 

 write effective narrative in short story 

form 

 reflect critically on a studied text 

Thinking Skills 

Reasoning 

 give reasons for opinions 

 infer and deduce 

Enquiring 

 draw conclusions 

Creative thinking 

 generate and develop ideas 

 apply imagination 

Evaluating 

 apply evaluation criteria 

 judge the value of ideas 

Introducing 

 to consider 

personal character 

attributes 

 

 

 

 

Use Chains (Hooks, Starters and Pause Points) to introduce this study 

of A Christmas Carol. It is important to familiarise pupils with the 

complete novel before exploring and responding, so read the story 

using an age appropriate text.  

Explain that you are going to consider the central character, Scrooge; 

how he changed from a selfish miser into a generous person and how 

the author, Charles Dickens, used language to communicate the 

changes. 

Feedback and Review 

Peer discussion: 

 what have the words which were 

used on the chains communicated 

about the character of the person 

described? 

 how have inference and deduction 

skills been used? 

 

Group discussion: 

 how has working in role helped us 

to reflect on the issues of the novel? 

 

Peer review: 

 do images show the character’s 

changes? 

 how has this been achieved? 

 

Class discussion: 

 what have we learnt about the way 

characters interact? 

Exploring 

 to understand how 

a character’s 

behaviour and 

attitudes change  

over time in 

response to the 

actions of others 

 

 to track and 

explain changes in 

a character across 

a text 

Explore how Scrooge changed in the course of the narrative by using 

Sculptor and Sculpted (with Thought Tracking for older pupils) from 

the Understanding Character section of the Activities. Then write a 

persuasive letter from Fred or an individual pupil to Scrooge 

persuading him to spend Christmas day with them. 

 

Spirit of Christmas (Understanding Character) is designed to track the 

changes which have been explored in the previous activity. 

 

Near and Far (Understanding Character) helps pupils to understand 

how others react to Scrooge’s behaviour as he changes. 
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 to build a word 

bank which 

demonstrates the 

changes in a 

character over 

time 

Word Wall (Understanding Plot) both reinforces Near and Far and also 

builds a word bank to use in the response activities. 

 

 

 

 

 how can this relate to us? 

Verbal feedback (teacher): 

 do we want to add any more choices 

to the Word Wall? 

 has a thesaurus been used to check 

that the most descriptive words 

have been found? 

 

Self evaluation: 

 how effectively have I 

communicated the changes in 

Scrooge with the reader? 

 how have I achieved this? 

 what tone of address have I used 

when writing in role? 

 

Peer review: 

 did you enjoy reading the short 

story? Why/why not? 

 how have word choices 

communicated character? 

 what strategies has the writer used 

to engage you as a reader? 

 

Class discussion: 

 what have we learnt about 

behaviour and how it can change? 

 what have we learnt about how an 

author communicates character? 

 how have we used this knowledge in 

our writing? 

 how might studying this book inform 

our future reading choices? 

Responding 

 to write a 

newspaper article 

in role as a 

Victorian journalist 

 

 to write a short 

story using a 

known classic text 

as a model 

Extra! Extra! (Understanding Plot) encourages pupils to respond by 

writing a newspaper article about how Scrooge changed. A sample 

text is provided to model. 

 

 

 

Short Story (Whole Text Responses) is a more detailed response. 

Differentiated planning sheets are provided. 

 

Evaluating  

 to encourage 

critical reflection 

and personal 

response 

 

 to start to 

understand how an 

author from 

another time can 

remain influential 

Write a review of A Christmas Carol, using a book review template 

(resource 1.16) or a digital review on a shared site. 

 

Through shared discussion, evaluate what has been learnt through the 

study of A Christmas Carol and how this learning has deepened 

understanding of Dickens as a novelist. 

 

 


