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Chapter 3 Questions

Exploring your opinions
1. Chapter 3 begins with two quotes. What do they mean to you? Do you agree or disagree with them?

2. Do some research into the history of the Cold War, satellite growth, and communications capabilities. Do you see any parallels to what’s going on in the world today? Explain.

3. Suppose DARPA hadn’t existed or had chosen not to fund the research and development that led to the Internet. Do you think the Internet as we know it would still have come about? How different might what we call the Internet be if had been developed and owned by a variety of private companies or consortia?

4. If you traveled back in time to the late 1950s and early 1960s, the beginning stages of the ARPANET, and you made a prediction that described what today’s Internet looks like, do you think you would have been given any credence? Is there a lesson in your response applicable to today’s world?

5. ARPANET development was funded by the Department of Defense for military purposes. Its subsequent blossoming into the Internet for widespread civilian use, akin to a spinoff, was not envisioned at the time. Do you think its development as a civilian-use networked system would have been more efficient if it had been designed with that in mind from the beginning? How would it have been funded? Would the Internet look different than it does now?

6. As we have become more accustomed to communications technology, new developments are greeted less wondrously than they used to be. In 1946, comic strip detective Dick Tracy first used a wrist radio – a two-way voice communications device that looked like a bulky wristwatch. Twenty years later, Captain Kirk and crew members of the Star Trek TV series used hand held communicators with location capabilities that looked very much like cellular flip phones. Both of these devices were magical at the time, though more so the wrist radio than the communicator. Does anything surprise you anymore? Have we become jaded? Has magic disappeared?

7. The original six top level domains have been expanded to nearly two dozen. There are plans to greatly increase this number by factors of 10 or 100. The idea is to provide more flexibility in naming domains and in enabling the use of non-English (Latin) alphabets and writing order (right to left in addition to left to right). Some view this as an overdue expansion. Others see a chaotic situation developing, both in terms of name confusion and orderly management of the DNS. What do you think?

8. Whether or not network neutrality should be mandated continues to be a contentious issue. Look into the history of the Internet and the arguments being debated. Where do you stand?
9. The Internet and the Web are two different entities that, by dint of enormous use, have become intimately intertwined. Could the Internet exist without the Web? Could the Web exist without the Internet? In either case, would the extant system look different than it does now?

10. The digital divide continues despite various efforts to change the picture. Choose a few countries representative of those that technologically advanced, moderately advanced, and minimally advanced. Do those categories coincide with stages of economic development? What are the percentages of their populations that have reliable Internet access and the means to utilize that access. What do you think could be done to significantly improve those percentages?

Stimulating your thinking
Access to information, greatly enhanced by current information technologies, has given people the ability to discover vastly more about the world than ever before – cultural mores, societal norms, conflicts and resolutions, news as it happens, technology-aided social interactions, numerous entertainment options, and more. The same technologies are being used in authoritarian societies to limit and even suspend or deny that access. 

We can view this as a power struggle – whoever can utilize access wields power, as does whoever controls access. This is not a black and white picture. Every nation, whether strongly committed to protection of individual freedoms or not, wherever they fall on the spectrum from an open society to a closed one, exercises some control over access.
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